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Our Loss, Heaven’s Gain - By Marc Marques 
 

 

With deep sadness, we reflect this month on the passing of Arthur Wayne Block, 72, former President 

of Channel to Brazil for Christ, brother in Christ and personal friend. 

 

The best way that I can describe Art was as one of my ‘anchors.’ I met him in 1986 when he joined my 

church in Virginia. Art became my Sunday school teacher and, as I was a young adventurous Brazilian, 

he became a coach to me and helped me navigate American culture. Art Block and Troy Collier put 

wheels on the vision of CBC to help children in Brazil. Art came alongside me with the honest and 

open question; “Marc, what do you need?” 

 

I remember being so surprised that someone could be so caring as Art. Not simply in lip service, but with a genuine desire to 

give and see God’s love in action. I quickly discovered that Art’s ministry of spreading the good news of Jesus was already in 

action all over the world. 

 

Online Giving 

www.thechannel.org/donate  
 

Check Gifts 

Payable to The Channel Inc. 

 

Text to Give (text amount) 

757 280 2735 
 

Dreambuilders 

It costs $30 per month to support a 

child in Brazil. Each month we will send 

you a child photo and story. 
Line of parents registering   

children for CBC’s services (Feb 2021) 

http://www.thechannel.org/donate


Art was a retired lieutenant colonel in the US Navy and 

had traveled extensively overseas. His love for people was 

evident wherever he went, and he consistently left behind 

an impression of generosity and kindness. 

 

In 2000, Art travelled to 

Brazil to visit CBC. I was 

so impressed with how 

quickly he connected with 

the kids and the staff. I 

realized that he already 

knew many individually 

from his daily dedication 

to praying for them back 

in America. 

 

As a financial planner, 

Art’s expertise on the 

Board of Directors was invaluable. He helped us look to-

wards the future and develop strategies that would 

strengthen and sustain our ministry. 

 

Even after a debilitating stroke, Art continued to serve on 

the Board and partici-

pate in CBC’s spring 

banquets where he 

brought his humor 

and Jesus’ compassion 

to our annual celebra-

tion of ministry. 

 

Just a couple of years ago, I remember an emotional mo-

ment where Ruth and I arrived on his doorstep for lunch 

with two of our graduates for whom he had prayed for 

many years. 

 

Art leaves behind his beloved wife Pat, four children, their 

spouses, nine grandchildren and two siblings. Our deepest 

sympathy goes out to them at this time of grief. 

 

It was an immense honor to speak about Art at his memo-

rial service last month and share just a little of the blessing 

and example Art’s life has been.   

 

I hope that his life will inspire you to keep on reaching out 

to others with the love of Jesus every day. Our time on this 

earth is  short and there is  much need all around us. 

 

I am so grateful for Art’s demonstration of what it means 

to be a follower of Jesus in word and deed and for his 

contribution to my life. He will be dearly missed. 

Registration 
 

Classes are full and we are beginning 

online classes for the new academic 

year in Brazil. We welcome our new 

students and hope to start classes in 

person very soon. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Videos @ Home 
 

As teachers have been preparing their 

online classes this month, we asked 

our students to make some more  

videos at home, introducing  

themselves to their new teachers  

and classmates. 

 

We also asked them what they would 

like to happen in the next few weeks. 

 

This is what they said. 

 

“I’d like to go back to school and 

CBC.” 

 

“I’d like to get a bicycle.” 

 

“I’d like to see harmony in my  

community.” 

 

“I’d like this pandemic to be over.” 

 

Please continue to pray 

• For families in the slums facing  

extreme poverty 

• For the safety and health of CBC’s  

children and teachers 

• For the reduction of gang violence 

which has not ceased even during 

the pandemic. 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for more  

updates @channeltobrazil 
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